
Those 22 diseases that, in my experience, are specific to the bit and
not caused by any other factor are printed in bold. The first three
respiratory diseases are ones that, until now, have always been
classified as of unknown cause. Many of the other diseases are
most frequently caused by the bit (e.g. the scared horse syndrome)
but they are not exclusively caused by the bit. The five items
printed in italic are diseases for which the evidence for including
them as being even partially bit-induced is flimsy.  They are added
in the belief that a causative connection may nevertheless be
present and, therefore, these suggestions are put forward as
possible candidates. This approach is considered to be justified as

most of the ‘blue’ diseases are currently recognized as being of
unknown cause anyway and proposals for plausible causative
factors are needed.




